
 

 

Port Vale Supporters Club 
Minutes of Meeting held 27th February 2020 

 
Committee Members present 
Mark Porter 
Paul Dixon 
Phil Potts 
Gary Gratton 
Chris Wardle 
Rob Machin 
John King 

Apologies 
Dave Berry 
Bill Beevers  
 

 

Previous Meeting Minutes 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 30th January 2020 were reviewed and accepted as a 
true record.  
 

Chair Persons Report 
The supporter’s club is growing month on month not only that but also the club and the local 
area is on the up and it’s unrecognisable from where it was 12 months ago. It’s not like it’s an us 
and them, everybody’s united, they care about the area, Burslem and the club. We can always do 
better, but as a supporter’s club we will take up what the supporters want us to take up.  
 

We were contacted a few weeks ago about raising money to finish the Lorne Street concourse, 
lets raise £100,000. So, we’ve taken everybody’s comments on board, not everybody agreed, 
£100,000 is a massive amount of money. We spoke and met with the club because we didn’t 
want to be in a situation where we may raise £40,000 and then something happens, and we 
couldn’t raise the remaining amount. Then we’re stuck with the money and can’t use it for 
anything else because it had been raised the Lorne Street fund, the same as the bankruptcy fund 
which is the bane of our life. 
 

One major thing that has come out of the last 6 or 8 months since our initial meeting with the 
club has been a meaningful dialogue where we have a meeting, usually once a month with the 
club. One of the things that has come out of the meetings is for us to go away and look at our 
supporter’s club structure, as there are lots of different factions such as Super Vale abroad, 
VIEW16, Junior Valiants, etc.  They’re all doing good work, but we are the official supporter’s 
club, and we want to try and bring them all together under one umbrella. 
 

We raised funds last year for the defibrillators and they’re in the ground as we speak. We 
probably have more defibrillators at Port Vale than most other clubs in the country. It’s 
phenomenal and the supporters are key to that. 
 

We spoke to the club and the money that was left over from the protest funds raised last year 
have been spent on new flooring in the gym. 
 

Whilst we are looking to raise the money it wouldn’t be fair to ring-fence it and we also need to 
make sure that things like the PA system in the Bycars and the toilets in the railway stand etc. are 
addressed and so it’s important to make sure that people sitting in other areas of the ground also 
get a piece of the pie. 
 



 

 

We have to be led by the fans, but also consider what the club want. There are lots of things to 
consider and be mindful of as we do not want to just raise funds for the Lorne Street stand and 
ring-fence is, as we did with the bankruptcy fund, and these things take time. 
 

As the supporter’s club, we are there for the supporters. We are now in a time of peace having 
been at war for goodness knows how long and are figuring out how to work in this mode, along 
with the club. 
 

We’ve got 10 games left this season so let’s get behind the club and become the 12th man. 
 

I would like to thank Carol, Kevin, all the staff at the club and the supporters because without 
you all we wouldn’t be where we are today. 
 

Treasurers Report 
There was very little to report as it’s the first month of the new financial year. There’s been very 
little expenditure, just the flyers for the hate racism event and the Internet access for the sports 
club website so the overall expenditure was about £100. Those £4591 in the fighting fund. I’m 
just over £3000 in general funds available. 
 

Secretaries Report 
Supporters club had emailed the Colchester supporters to advise them of the “D” Road closure 
only to be advised that the closure wasn’t going ahead due to storm Dennis, so we will contact 
the Scunthorpe travelling supporters to advise them of the revised closure.  
 

Matthew Bloor had contacted with supporter’s club to say he had a couple of tickets for the 
Crewe match which he had won and asked if the supporter’s club could donate them to a worthy 
cause.  
 

There has been quite a lot of feedback received from the supporters on the Lorne Street seating 
question. An update email has been sent to the supporters’ club mailing list and the results have 
been summarised into a document that will be posted on the supporters’ club website. The 
responses were largely in favour of generating funds for the concourse. Of the 128 responses, 
130 were in favour, 8 were not in favour and 7 others were just comments and did not give a 
clear preference. 
 

We have received one question from a supporter asking the question of why there were so many 
stewards in the ground.  
 

A.O.B./Matters Arising 
Nicky Burton and Carol Shanahan then went on to give a brief explanation of how the steward 
numbers were arrived at. The numbers are influenced by information received from the away 
supporters FLO, as well as the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) and figures known as the P factor & S 
factor.  John Rutherford was joining the club as the Safety Officer and John Bloor would be 
Deputy Safety Officer. After working closely with the SAG the club have managed to improve the 
P & S factors and as a result, the number of stewards should be reduced in future, whilst the 
capacity would be improved. 
 

There was then a question-and-answer session with Cristiano Montano, Carol Shanahan, Kate 
Beardmore, Ritchie Bates & Nicki Burton. 
 

The meeting closed @ 21:28. 
Next Meeting - 7:30 pm, 28th October 2021 


